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who was at the point of death. Pope Innocent II received him with great
honour, but would not hear of his petition for spending the remainder of
his life at Clairvaux. He confirmed all he had done in Ireland, made him
his legate in that island, and promised him the pall. The saint in his return
called again at Clairvaux, where, says St Bernard, he gave us a second time
his blessing. Not being able to remain himself with those servants of God,
he left his heart there and four of his companions, who, taking the Cistercian
habit, afterwards came over into Ireland and instituted the abbey of
Mellifont of that Order and the parent of many others in those parts.
St Malachy went home through Scotland, where King David earnestly
entreated him to restore to health his son Henry, who lay dangerously ill.
The saint said to the sick prince, " Be of good courage; you will not die
this time." Then sprinkled him with holy water, and the next day the
prince was perfectly recovered.

St Malachy was received in Ireland with the greatest joy, and discharged
his office of legate with wonderful zeal and fruit, preaching everywhere,
holding synods, making excellent regulations, abolishing abuses, and
working many miracles.

St Malachy's zeal for the re-establishment of the Irish church in its
splendour moved him to meditate a second journey into France, in order
to meet Pope Eugenius III, who was come into that kingdom.   Innocent II
died before the two palls which he had promised could be prepared and
* sent.   Celestine II and Lucius II died in less than a year and a half.   This
affair having been so long delayed, St Malachy convened the bishops of
Ireland and received from them a deputation to make fresh application to
the apostolic see.   In his journey through England, whilst he lodged with
the holy canons at Gisburn, a woman was brought to him who had a loath-
some cancer in her breast, whom he sprinkled with water which he had
blessed, and the next day she was perfectly healed.    Before he reached
France the pope was returned to Rome; but St Malachy determined not
to cross the Alps without first visiting his beloved Clairvaux.    He arrived
there in October 1148, and was received with great joy by St Bernard and
his holy monks, in whose happy company he was soon to end his mortal
pilgrimage.   Having celebrated mass with his usual devotion on the feast
of St Luke, he was seized with a fever which obliged him to take to his
bed.   The good monks were very active in assisting him;  but he assured
them that all the pains they took about him was to no purpose, because
he skould not recover.   St Bernard doubts not but he had a foreknowledge
of the day of his departure.   How sick and weak soever he was, he would
needs rise and crawl downstairs into the church, that he might there receive
the extreme unction a,nd the viaticum, which he did lying on ashes strewed
on the floor.   He earnestly begged that all persons would continue their
prayers for him after his death, promising to remember them before God;